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PEEFACE. 



In offering to my young friends, and to others engaged 
in Sabbath School Teaching, a memoir of one of their 
number, Bichard Ecroyd Tatham, my desire is to en- 
courage and stimulate them in their work. In this simple 
record of his short but bright course of earthly service, it is 
my wish to present a truthful sketch of my beloved young 
friend. In the fervour of his youthful zeal E. E. T. may 
possibly appear to some who read these pages, to have held 
sentiments, and to have adopted practices, which they cannot 
receive or imitate. I refer particularly to his estimate of the 
value of vocal, social prayer, and to his practice in this respect. 
It may seem as though these exercises, at stated times, were 
recommended by R. E. T. without sufficient reference to the 
need there is at all times, (but especially in the public or social 
exercise of prayer,) of the presence of the spirit of prayer, in 
the hearts of those so engaged. I do not think that either 
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knee^ and offer the homage of our hearts and lips^ in the 
name of Jesus^ to oar Father in Heaven. Thus whether in 
the privacy of our own closets, when assembled with a class, 
or on many other social occasions — under a sense of our 
own insufBiciency and helplessness, longing for help, with a 
measure of faith in the promise, " Ask and ye shall receive'' — 
we need not hesitate to bend the knee and give utterance 
with our lips to the desires begotten in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit of God. 

I think the reader of this narrative will rise from it-s 
perusal with the conviction that to this child-like, trustful 
confidence in prayer, B. E. T. was largely indebted for 
the success granted him in the prosecution of his work, 
and for the peace and joy in believing of which he was 
permitted to partake. Whilst I desire that all who read 
these pages may be encouraged by the bright example 
presented to them, I especially desire that the youth of both 
sexes, members of the Society of Eriends, may find their 
faith confirmed in the precious truths of the Gospel, and 
their attachment to those views of christian doctrine and 
practice held by us, strengthened and established. I think 
ihey may find in these pages, evidence that within our 
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church — as within every true church of Christ — there is 
$cope for the reception of all christian truth, and for the 
exercise of all christian gifts and graces, as well as 
abundant room for faithful and loving service for their 
Lord. 

Within our border — unshackled by the distinctions of 
clergy and laity — ^they may, by life and conversation, by lip 
and tongue and pen, at home or abroad, in public or in 
private, as thereunto called, proclaim the glad tidings of 
salvation by Jesus Christy and thus become His faithful 
servants here on earth, ready to do or to suffer in His 
eause, as He may appoint, sustained by a well-grounded 
hope that when earthly service is ended, they shall through 
redeeming love, enter upon the unalloyed, the eternal 
service of Heaven. 

John Fokd. 

York, 9th Mo. 1861. 
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BIOHABD E. TATHAM. 



BiGHABD EoBOYB Tatham was the son of John and 
Susanna Tatham^ and was bom at Settle in Toikshire, 
in the 11th month, 1838. 

At an early age he left home for Aekworth School, and 
afterwards spent three years and a half at sehool at York, 

Of a somewhat reserved disposition and qniet tempera^ 
ment, witih abilities not above the average, not exhibiting 
much of the joyonsness and playfulness which make a 
school-boy popular among his companions, he passed 
quietly through his course at school, leaving but few 
distinct impressions behind him. Tet some incidents, 
apparently trivial, like straws on a stream indicating the 
direction of the current, showed that there were at times 
a tenderness of spirit and a longing for peace. 
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On leaving school he spent four years in his father's 
business at Settle. At this period of B. E. T/s life, the 
unrenewed mind exhibited some of its usual phases : desul- 
tory and selfish habits seemed likely to be established. 

In the 11th months 1867^ in order to improve his 
knowledge of business, he removed to York, and was 
engaged in the employ of our late beloved friend Joseph 
Bowntree. At this time, though there were not signs of 
a decided change of heart, yet earnest desires appear to 
have been raised in him, that he might be preserved from 
the powerful temptations which he found surrounding him 
in this new position of city life, removed from parental 
care, and from the sweet influences, often too little prized 
by young men, of home and its endearments. 
. On settling at York, he began to assist in the Tirst- 
day School established there. This was to him at first not a 
willing, but rather an irksome service, united in merely &om 
the influence of association, seeing that most of the young 
men in his master^s employment were so engaged. Only 
a few months passed over before there was evidence of an 
entire change in these sentiments, accompanied with, or 
rather the result of, a work of divine grace progressing in 
Ins own heart. His teaching then became a real, earnest 
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work^ and each of his pupils an object of especial interest. 
We loved, says his sister, to hear him speak of them from 
time to time, of his visits to their homes — ^his scrambles 
up old rickety stairs — his talk with their mothers — ^his deep 
concern for one poor homeless friendless lad, for whom he 
felt particularly interested. 

We have but few way marks whereby to trace his steps 
towards his heavenly home. Some occasional Memoranda 
made between the 5th mo. and the 11th mo. 1859, are 
all that remain in the way of journal. These are entirely 
of a private character, designed, apparently, as aids to daily 
self-examination, watchfulness, and prayer. In some of 
these simple entries are desires for ' a more constant spirit 
of prayer throughout the day,' for ' less of selfishness and 
more of self-denial,' for help in ' the avoidance of all foolish 
conversation,' for 'blessings on my scholars, friends and 
relatives,' for 'meekness,' for 'a pure heart,' for 'simple 
child-like faith.' — ' Not to repine over past sins but to look 
to Jesus for present and future sustentation.' — ' In every 
little doubt and trouble to run to Jesus.' 

These brief notices may serve to show the self-discipline 
in which this young disciple of Christ exercised himself, to 
the end that he might have a conscience void of oiSence 
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before God and man^ and that in no spirit of self-exaltation^ 
nor in any vain hope of meriting or earning eternal life. 
In a memorandnm made in the 10th months 1859, he prays 
that ** all his self-righteousness may be swept away/^ Before 
the love of Christ had dawned in his heart, impatience of 
contradiction, and a degree of irritability at petty annoyance 
or opposition, marked his character. That he did not 
obtain the mastery over these tendencies without a struggle^ 
is obvious from some of his memoranda. Thus he writes 
in the 10th month, 1859, " Gifts to be sought in prayer." 

'^ Seek to love more as I ought to do, and for greater 

patience with his trying ways and temper." 

On the 4th of the 11th month, 1859, his beloved master, 
Joseph Bowntree, died after a short but very suffering 
iUness. Sichard has made a touching record of his parting 
interview with one to whom he felt he owed so much. 
Amongst other dying exhortations to his young friend, 
whose Christian progress he had marked rejoicingly, Sichard 
records the following : " Eemember, dear Eichard, that if 
we love Him we shall work for Him. There will always be 
a way open for us. Bemember that if we love Him we 
shall keep his commandments. Trust Him, and thou wilt 
be led gently along, and all will be right. Do not be too 
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anxious. He will show thee how thou mayst serve Him 
and when thou art in thy right place/' 

A brief record about this time illustrates the .practical 
use E. E. T. made of his estimate of the '^ worth of prayer/' 
10th mo. 15th. " How wonderfully doth the Lord answer 
prayer. Had a full class — ^began reading in great disorder, 
could not get quiet. I besought the Lord to help me, and 
almost immediately there was a great calm. I never knew 
them so attentive. 'Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that 
is within me bless his holy name.' " 

On the 13th of the 11th month, Bichard completed his 
21st year. He went home for a few days, but returned 
again to York to help his bereaved friends, ^the sons of his 
late master, over the busy season : finally leaving York at 
the beginning of the year 1860. For some months he had 
contemplated forming a school and a Bible class when again 
settled at home. His parting interview with his beloved 
master strengthened his purpose. He looked to his brother 
Joseph and his father's apprentice, Ellwood Brockbank, to 
aid him in carrying out his design. 

A few extracts from a letter to his sister, dated 2nd mo. 
2nd, 1 860, will give an idea of the simple commencement 
of the undertaking. 



^ 



12 HEKOIB OF 

" At intervals during the stock-takings Ellwood and I were 
arranging all onr plans^ bat we were in a very despondent 
state^ and I believe nothing but a sense of duty would have 
induced us to try. "We concluded to get a circular* 
printed to post up in the town and distribute in every 
house in Settle, Langcliffe and Giggleswick. We obtained 
the leave and the blessing of the Preparative Meeting [for 
the use of some rooms at the meeting house] and on the 
following Sabbath, Ellwood and I, armed with three hun- 
dred circulars, and a great quantity of the Dublin tracts, 
commenced our tour. We went round the lower part of 
the town, and every where were gladly welcomed. Many 
promised to come, aU to think about it. We again went 

* Proposed Setfle Adult Sabbath Classes. — ^There having been a want 
felt in this neighbourhood for some time past, of a Sabbath Glass, for 
youths aboye the ages of Fifteen or Sixteen, as well as one for grown up 
persons, who feel desirous of improyement in Beading, Writing, and 
Scriptural Knowledge ; it is proposed on Sunday, the 6th of February, to 
commence classes of this nature, in a room attached to the Friends' 
Meeting House, Settle. The classes would begin at nine o'clock every 
Sunday monung, and last about an hour and a quarter, so that those 
who were there would be at liberty in time to attend their respectiye 
places of worship ; everything necessary would be provided, for those 
who inclined to come. — Bichasd E. Tathah, Ellwood Bbockbahx, 
J06BPB Tatham.-— Settle, Jan. 28th, 1860. 
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forth after Meeting to almost every house in Upper Settle; 
people all seemed inclined to come. On second daj we 
got the joiners and masons down to the Meeting house^ 
and hope to be ready for them next Sabbath. We all feel 
rather weak ; we are sensible that of ourselves we can do 
nothing. There is great danger of self-trusty but I hope 
I may be preserved. I know I shall have your sympathy 
and I feel to want it^ I am so apt to lose my faith at any 
little discouragement.'* 

On the 5th of the Second months I860, the school was 
opened with 33 scholars, 9 of whom were adults. The next 
week 49 assembled, 20 of whom were grown-up men. 
Having more scholars than their little rooms would hold, 
they resolved to have two sessions in the day, in order to 
accommodate all, and before a month had elapsed the three 
young men had fifty scholars, thirty-six in the morning and 
twenty-four in the afternoon. About this time other signs 
of a pleasing character were visible in the little town of 
Settle. The bookseller said he never knew so great a 
demand for religious tracts and books. The people seemed 
quite eager for them. 

A little incident connected with the opening of the school 
seems to indicate that there was a preparation in the hearts 
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of some of the inhabitants to welcome the means of in- 
struction thus provided: — " Two congregations in Settle 
appointed a special prayer meeting to ask that it might be 
put into the hearts of some young men in Settle, to devise 
some means of reaching and arousing the careless and 
indifferent. They had held the meetings some time, and one 
day when they were coming out they saw our advertisement 
posted up/' They wept grateful tears at this apparent 
answer to their prayers. 

But it was not only in this department of service that our 
beloved young friend found openings. In the spring of 
1860 he heard of the spiritual destitution of a large but 
thinly peopled district a few miles from Settle. The only 
place of public worship was the parish church ; the services 
at this place were not so conducted as to recommend the 
gospel. His mind was brought under much exercise on 
account of these poor people. Finding no tract exactly 
adapted to his purpose he committed to paper his thoughts 
on the subject, and having submitted it to the judgment of 
one of his friends, it was printed^ and the usual holiday of 
Good Friday was devoted by himself and his friend E. B. to 
the distribution of his tract. It is entitled ''Do you attend 
Public Worship ?" Its object was to show the nature of true 
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worship^ that the presence of some one individual as an 
appointed minister is not essential to its performance^ and that 
in the absence of the usual opportunity of assembUng in 
church or chapel, they might meet in one another's houses, 
read the Holy Scriptures together^ and seek for ability to 
pray to God and to worship him in spirit and in truth. 
This tract has since been adopted by the " York Friends' 
Tract Association/' — ^The following letter describes the first 
distribution of this tract : — 

Settle, 14th of 4th mo. 1860. 
My dear Friend^ 

Thou will ere this have doubtless looked for a 
letter &om me to thank thee for the tracts thou so kindly 
sent, but I thought at the time I would wait over QooA 
Friday so as to be able to give thee some little account of 
how we fared. But I was so poorly from a bad influenza 

cold that I was not able to venture so far as , so it was 

postponed to some day this week. My brother J. and I 
however were able to take a shorter walk of about 8 miles, 
and we distributed a considerable number of tracts which 
were well received. We left a quantity at the chapel of 
ease for the minister to distribute. Testerday (a week after 
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Qooi Friday) we set off to : having previously done 

our tracts up in little parcels one for each house. We found 
most of the men out^ looking after their sheep and lambs, 
and they said they vrere so '' throng,'' they hardly had a bit 
of time night or day but they would manage to read them. 
We had some nice conversation vnth an old man who was 
hobbling about on two sticks^ bowed down with rheumatism : 
also with a little woman, at whose house the Tndependent 
minister holds meetings about once a month. She was in 
hopes that they might have them once a week soon. One 
woman thought they did not want any tracts, but we per- 
suaded her to take them. I was surprised at her refusal, as 
her little boy was reading his testament. We were much 

interested in an old man at S whom I should like to 

see again, who thought that tracts were not meant ' for such 
old folks as them/ and seemed to think that no one cared 
for them. I have since regretted my difSdence in not 
pointing him more strongly to our blessed Care Taker. 
One woman, after we had gone some distance from her 
house came running out afi;er us to thank us again and j 

again. We were also much interested in an old woman at 
W«— > who seemed to think it was a shymefor us to bring 
them aU that way for nothing; and would give me a penny. 
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I managed to make her keep it, by telling her there might 
some poor body come who wanted one some day, and she 
seemed then quite reconciled. Dear old thing! she did 
seem so happy t Next door to her was a most miserable 
woman ; " She wanted nooan o'wer tracks, not she i'deed ; 
the parson com ivery weeak and left'em, but she wer no 
reeader/' She seemed quite vexed at me, but however 
I left them and hope to see her again some time. 

We had altogetlier a happy day, and shall feel quite 
encouraged to go there again some time, if all be well. 
The old blacksmith with whom James Backhouse had some 
interesting conversation is now dead, and'thei-e seems no 
one in his place. We have a considerable quantity of the 
tracts left, which will do very nicely for another Christmas 
day or Good Friday. Again thanking thee for them and 
apologizing for not writing sooner, 

I remain, dear J. F.^ thy sincerely attached friend, 

BiCHABD E. TaTHAM. 

In a letter to a friend, Eichard acknowledges the hand of 
a kind providence in supplying them without any solicitation, 
with the pecuniary means requisite for fitting up their rooms, 
providing desks and forms, as well as books for the library! 

B 
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In the fourth months I860, he writes to his sister, ** oar 
school continues as soooessfal as we could expect; our 
average attendance is 48 or 50. We began the history of 
our Lord this morning in Luke, chapter I. which we intend 
to go through if all be well. We are a good deal puzzled 
to find interesting religions anecdotes to read. The men 
were intensely interested with " Light for the Line/' 

Tn another letter dated 22nd of 4th mo. 1860, addressed 
to his sister, he refers to the signs of religious revival 
appearing in Settle. ^^This afternoon was one of the nicest 
dasses we have had. We opened by reading Uie 111th Psalm. 
Prayer was offered for those amongst us recently converted, 
for those more advanced, and for those still in their sins* 
It was most soknm, and all seemed to feel it. 1 then read 
to them out (rf ** Haste to the Eescue/' Mrs. W.'s account 
of the conversion of the man in the Bailway carriage, which 
she describes in a letter; and there were tears glistening in 
one or two eyes. Oh I do get to love these men, they take 
such pains and are so thankful. A lot of them last Sunday 
wanted to pay us, they thought we should not have all the 
trouble for nothing.'' In the same kttar, referring to many 
pleasing instances of altered life, B. E. T. remarks '' Truly 
the Lord hath visited his people, to His Name be all the 
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glory. There seems great need for us all at such times to 
seek very carefully not to be taking any of the praise to 
ourselves/^ 

Among collateral objects in which our young 0iend 
found scope for the ever expanding love of Christ which 
filled his hearty was the case of a little boy^ which he 
thus describes : — "We have lately taken great interest in a 
poor little boy, who is much afflicted with disease. lie is 
so patient, though he often faints when his mother moves 
him in his bed, but he tells her that his pain is nothing, 
compared with what his Saviour suffered for him ; he could 
almost bear ten times as much. His bed is surrounded with 
little books. He has learned to read and spends much time 
over the New Testament. He seems to have been taught 
by the Good Shepherd himself. Dear little lamb I he is so 
grateful. I think he has not long to stay. I could not 
visit him without the tears coming into my eyes.'' In 
another letter to his sister, he mentions narratives which he 
has read in his class and which appeared to interest them. 
He says, "I must thank thee for the two little books. 
Yesterday I read to the men the one ' Have you a Biblei,' 
and have reserved 'Angel Lily' for next week. In the 
morning I read to them the account of Squire Catton's 
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Gonversioni out of 'Bemarkable Answers to Prayer/ Thoa 
wanted to know how we opened school ; well^ yesterday^ I 
first of all made them a litde speech on the famine^ and how 
we had many great and precious promises that summer and 
winter^ seed time and harvest should never fail^ and how 
encouraging it was at such a time of cold and droughty to 
seek out and read them^ so I read to them the 65th Psalm. 
They knelt down^ and I offered up in my poor way prayer to 
our Heavenly Pather through Jesus Christ. 

" On seventh-day night I always wait on Him for strength 
to pray aright, and seek guidance as to what to pray for, 
for thou knowest, dear sister, we know not what to pray for 
as we ought, but the Holy Spirit helpeth our infirmities and 
maketh intercession for us. Thus I trust that though done 
at a stated time, there is no formality in it, and I know it is 
very helpful to us all. I dare say there are some there who 
never at any other time bow their heads to Him, and its 
influence on such must be good. Then too there are many 
good ones among them, who, before we began, we were told 
would feel it if we did not have vocal prayer. Indeed some 
of them said they thought Quakers never prayed. We 
conclude by reading in turns a chapter firom one of the 
epistles without any comment. — ^The little boy only continues 
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poorly^ but so happj^ waiting the sammons at heaven's gate. 
All the religious books were out yesterday^ and most of the 
others left/' 

Thine most affectionately^ B. E. T. 

In 5th mo. he writes : — 

^ '' The only thing the one who presides at the 
Bible class does^ is to read the portion of Scripture. We sit 
for a while in stillness^ then all kneel in silence, and any one 
who feels able engages in supplication : sometimes only a few 
words are said^ sometimes several engage. It is the same 
at the close. I feel sure if thou wert here there would be 
nothing of which thou would disapprove.'' 

R. E. T. attended the Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Eriends in London^ in the 5th mouthy I860. On reaching 
home he wrote to his sister at York. ''It is cause for 
thankfulness that the very liberal measures passed almost 
without change. The tendency will be to remove the 
responsibility to individuals. I think there were signs of 
great vitality in the Society especially among young Friends. 
I hope we may go on improving^ but there is great need for 

* This Bible Class was not conneoted witli the school ; it consisted of' 
y<|lng men who did not stand in need of elementary instruction. 
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patience and brotherly condescension. I enjoyed myself 
extremely. The men seemed glad to see me back. The 
meeting of our Bible Class last night was a most interesting 
and solemn one. The 6th and 7th of Hebrews^ showing 
Christ's care for his fold and his intercession as High Priest 
were dwelt upon. There was a precious overshadowing and 
all felt it was good to be there. I hope we may continue to 
be blest. The poor boy gets worse. One day some of his 
playmates said that when he got better his clothes would be 
too small, but he told them ' he was going to have a new 
suit soon to wear in a better country, and a golden crown.' '^ 

In the 6th month, having taken cold, some constitutional 
tendencies to disease were manifested in B. E. T, and 
though partially restored from this attack of indisposition 
he never fully regained his usual health. 

On the 6th of 7th mo. he wrote to his sister in allusion 
to a short visit to the sea-side, " I had such a want of 
energy that I could not do anything amongst the men."^ I 
felt sometimes as though I dare not have given a tract for 
my life. If I was to go there in health it would be different. 
I believe, though I do not deserve it, that Jesus has been 
with me and sustained me, and T have desired that my illness 
might be blessed to me, and that I might be willing to bear 
* The Sailorfl at Morecambe. 
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with joy whatever my heavenly Father may put upon me- 
I am afraid that at times I give unnecessary trouble. 
While I have been unwell I have found my class a great 
care, but I could not feel easy to give it up. Jesus will 
give the needful strength, and it would not do always to 
have one's life without crosses and trials. I often remember 
thy little flock, dear sister, with the prayer that they may all 
become lambs of the one true shepherd, the Good Shepherd 
who laid down his life for the sheep.^' He again refers to 
the little boy in whom he had taken so affectionate an 
interest. ''Little Joseph is very poorly, he has had the 
measles, and now the doctor says he is consumptive, I wonder 
that he puts on so long, poor boy.^'* 

In the ninth month B. E. T. made an excursion to the 
island of Skye, going and returning by Steamer between 
Liverpool and Glasgow ; both voyages were extremely rough, 
but he enjoyed them much and returned home invigorated 
though far from strong. On the voyage he wrote as follows 
to his Rrst-day class : — 

Tuesday morning, 6 a.m. on board the ''Ostrich.^' 

My dear friends, 

I fear unless I get my letter written now and 
* Little Joseph died very peftoeftdly about two weeks after his dear Mend. 
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posted when we arrive at Glasgow, that it will not reach you 
on Sunday, when I hope to be with you in spirit though not 
in the body. I shall remember you many times that morning, 
with desire that your labour may not be in vain. We have 
had a very rough passage from Liverpool; most of the 
passengers were sick, though I am glad to say I have not 
been. When it was tossing so at night as I was comfortably 
in bed, I could not but remember how our blessed Lord was 
once asleep on a pillow in the storm, when the disciples 
came to wake him lest they should perish. I slept peace- 
fully with the thought that '' He that keepeth thee will not 
slumber,'' and that as He had preserved them^ so He would 
us. What a beautiful Psalm (the 51st) is for next Sabbath, 
in which David makes a confession of his deep sinfulness ; 
how often when we feel a desire for a renewed heart is his 
prayer suited to us, '^ Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and 
renew a right spirit within me.'' I doubt not if we put up 
tliis petition in faith, asking Him to hear us for the sake of 
Jesus, that an answer will come, "Though thy sins be 
as scarlet they shall be white as snow, though they be like 
crimson they shall be as wool." May the example of David 
stimulate us all to renewed earnestness in seeking not only the 
forgiveness of our sins, but also for a complete sanctification 
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of hearty that so^ more of that spirit may dwell in us that 
was also in Christ Jesus. And now I must say good bye for 
the present. Believe me my dear friends, most sincerely. 

Yours, 

BiCHABD E. TaTHAM. 

'^ He that hath clean hands and a pure heart ; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully, he 
shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness 
from the Qod of his salvation.^' 

In a letter to one of his late fellow teachers of York he 
says, ''I am glad to say our school continues to prosper. 
We have about 65 on our register, and last Eirst-day an 
attendance of 53. We have indeed cause of thankfolness 
to our blessed Lord. We were much encouraged the other 
day by a letter sent to the teacher of the second morning 
class, from one of its old members who has left this part of 
the country. He came to the dass from the first, and 
regularly attended. - When he began to come he was a 
professed LifideL But in his letter he said he had had quite 
new views of things in consequence, and is now quite a 
changed man. He is an attender of the Baptist chapel, and 
also of its Bible classes and instruction meetings, and is a 
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teacher in their Sunday Schools. Such cases^ my dear J. are 
very encouraging and give us caose of thankfohiess to our 
Heavenly father^ for His is all the glory /^ 

10th mo. 27th. He writes "We are getting on very 
nicely^ and our numbers have so increased that to-morrow 
we shall have to go into the Meeting House with one class 
in the afternoon. It is veiy encouraging, is it not ? Our 
Bible class is rather larger; we had two new members last 
time. We find it very helpful, it is so good and pleasant 
for brethren of different views to meet together in unity, and 
is truly a means of grace.'' 

As the cold weather approached, dear B. E. T.'s health 
again gave way. Symptoms of serious pulmonary disease 
appeared. One or two letters relative to this illness exhibit 
his feelings with regard to himself, his school^ and his 
friends, whilst thus withdrawn from them. 

Settle, 22nd 11th mo. 1890. 
(To J. P.) 

Dear Friend, 

Christ (though unseen by the soul and His 
presence oft unfelt) has been very near me, and I have been 
kept in much patience and quietness. Seeing that a clear 
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sense of His love has not been granted me^ I have* been 
comforted with the words : — 

As flowers need niglit's cool darkness^ 

The moonlight and the dew, 
So Christ from one who loy'd it 

His shining oft withdrew. 

knowing that it is all for the best. I do trust and praj 
that this illness may be blessed to me^ and that it may be a 
means of advancing my course heavenwards and of fitting 
me for some work in my Lord's vineyard, I do wish I was 
more zealous for His cause. 

I cannot tell thee^ dear friend^ how often I have had to 
feel thankful that the work of preparation or of seeking 
Christ had not been left to a bed of sickness — ^it is no place 
for that^ for generally my mind was indistinct and I could 
not fix my thoughts on any thing. Fray excuse the writings 
three weeks in bed is not very good practice. 
Believe me, dear John Ford, 

Thine most sincerely, 

EiGHASJ) E. Tatham. 

In a letter written in the 12th month, referring to his 
illness he says ''the greatest inconvenience is at our Sabbath 
Classes; there are three both morning and afternoon, and 
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only two, E. and J., to attend them. They have however 
generally been able to get some christian young man to assist 
in the afternoon. But doubtless He who has so freely helped 
us hitherto, will be with them and strengthen their hands. 
It is a blessed thing to have Him to trust in. Truly He has 
been near me in my sickness and enabled me to rely entirely 
on Him, mab'ng me willing either to go or to tarry awhile 
longer here below, as might be His blessed will. Would that 
we were all enabled more than we do, to cast all our cares 
upon Him, for (blessed be His name). He careth for us. Ik^ 
is five weeks to-day since I was first taken seriously iU. The 
doctor says I must be a close prisoner all the winter, and 
talks already of what is to be done next winter, but I can't 
look so far forward. ' Take no thought for the morrow.' 
I dare say a nice warm summer may remove the complaint, 
but T am without care in the matter at all ; my Father knows 
what is best and He doeth all things well/' 

The following letter was addressed to the Bible Class 
towards the end of the year 1860 :* — 

To the Members of^the Bible Class. 
We have so often had brought before our attention 
• See page 21 . 
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the desirability of more of our members taking a part in the 
opening and concluding prayers — of our all feeling in fact 
that we do not come here simply to read and stndy Holy 
Scripture, but also to pray for an understandmg heart, that 
what we read may be blessed to our souls — ^that I 
thought a few words of suggestion or encouragement 
might be useful, if thrown into this form. No doubt we 
all know and feel, that without Grod's help and blessing, all 
such meetings, as well as every one of our actions are done 
in vain; we have need to bear in mind that it is only those 
who '^hunger and thirst after righteousness,^' that, according 
to Christ's promise, can be filled; for assuredly if we do 
really hunger and thirst after God's blessings, we shall be 
constrained to pray for them. It is the revealed will of 
Infinite wisdom, that in answer to prayer. His blessings 
should be showered upon us. Oar Eedeemer said, " if any 
two of you shall agree on earth, as touching any thing ye 
shall ask in prayer, it shall be granted you of my Father 
which is in Heaven ;" and in some of the old prophets we 
read "yet for all these things will I be enquired of from the 
house of Israel, saith the Lord." " I will pour water upon 
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground, I will 
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pour my spirit upon thy seed and blessings upon thine 
offspring/' 

Think how happy would be our experience, when re- 
ceiving a blessing so infinite, that we could not ourselves 
contain it : we might then look for increase, for we should 
be anxious to seek out others to share the blessing with us ; 
we should not then find that t;o^?a/ prayer, (for secret though 
unexpressed petition we would hope ascends from the heart 
of each,) that voeal prayer would be confined to two or three, 
but each and all would feel not at times only, but often, 
that it was no less his duty than his privilege — ^and would tend 
greatly to his growth in grace to take his part in those 
approaches to the throne of God, through Him who ever 
liveth to make intercession for us. Do not let any of us 
feel discouraged because we have not the same gift in words 
that another may have ; for seeing we speak not to man but 
to the Almighty, a gift of that kind, is, inmeetings of this 
character, of little if any importance : — an earnest heartfelt 
prayer, even though it may only bean ejaculation similar to the 
poor publican's ''Lord be merciful to me a sinner,'' or like 
St, Peter's '' Lord save me," will be as acceptable to Him 
as one clothed in more words. If we begin with short simple 
and heartfelt prayers, we shall find (if we ask for the spirit 
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of prayer to be poured down upon us)^ that we shall be 
enabled to lengthen them^ and if the Lord so wiUs^ to take 
a prominent position in these duties^ ''for to him that hath 
shall be given.'^ Seeing that the one self-same Spirit 
divideth gifts to every man according as He will, we cannot 
all expect an equal share in the same gift — one may excel 
in exhortation, another in expounding the Scriptures, and 
another in prayer, but let none of us be discouraged if we 
have not so large a gift as some other may have; it is 
accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not. 

In conclusion let none yield to the suggestion, that 
because he may not feel himself (if I may use such an 
expression) to be altogether a christian, that he is not there- 
fore in a fit position to pray — ^nay truly, he hath the greater 
need thus to come to Christ, that he may receive those 
blessings he so much needs. I trust that what has now 
been said, may for a few moments receive your solid and 
prayerful consideration, and when this has been done, it may 
lead all to the hope and intention of oftener vocally ex- 
pressing their prayers to Ood at these our little meetings. 
I am sorry that through ill health I am prevented being with 
you this evening ; I commend myself to your prayers, and 
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pray that Christ^s presence and blessing may be among 
you ; and may more of that mind be in us which was also 
in Him. 

There is one other thing to which I might draw attention. 
I myself have always found these meetings most profitable 
to my own soul^ (and some of them have indeed proved 
" times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord*') when 
I had before coming here, spent a short time in waiting 
npon the Lord in my own room, there to seek a blessing 
more particularly upon myself, upon our thus coming 
together. 

With hearty desires for the welfare of our little class, 
believe me your brother in Jesus Christ. 

R. E, Tatham.* 

12th mo. 28th. He wrote to his sister at York, ''the 

sun shone so beautifully yesterday and I felt so well that I 

went out, well wrapped up, and felt no worse but rather 

tired. I have improved wonderfully the last fortnight. I 

have been busy making out the school report t and cash 

account. We have much to be thankful for : we have been 

« It 18 to iliiB letter and to another at page 45, that the remarks in the 
prefEuse on the subject of prayer chiefly refer, 
t See Appendix. 
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wonderfully helped and blest. I was sorptisedto find, 
our donations are about £23 lOs. We shall not want, 
above a quarter of this for the coming year, except for 
the library^ which we are anxious to enlai^. One of 
our men is very ill. We shall miss him very much; 
he took such interest in the classes. He told EUwood. 
last night 'he blessed the day that ever he went.' I 
am sorry not to be able to go to see him, but I have' 
written. 

Several of my men have been to see me, and^ their visits 
have been encouraging. Some of them spent two hours: 
with me. Before they left they asked if they might have a« 
prayer, so I read a part of Goloss. i., and then one of them 
kneeled down and offered up such a beautifully simple and 
earnest prayer for us all.'' 

The letter alluded to as addressed to the man who was. 
ill, is as follows. 

To Thomas Carr. 
Dear Thomas, 

I am very sorry that as you are so ill I am not 
able to get out to see you^ but I thought I could send you 
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a note and a few tracts (either to read or hear read to jou)^ 
to show yon that I often think of yon^ and can truly 
qncopMhize with yon. I am glad to hear a better account 
this itibmingy and I trust it may please our kind Heavenly 
Father to restore you to healthy for it is He who hath the 
keys of Life and Death. How consoling in these times of 
severe trud^ are the assurances we have in the Bible^ that 
''He who doet^ all things well/' even Jesus our Saviour 
knoweth far, far heUer than'^we poor creatures do^ what is 
l^t for us; — that He says ''He doth not willingly afflict 
Bor grieve the children of men '/' and things that seem to 
OS as trials and aflSiictions, are really blessings in disguise/' 
yea ev^n tokens to us of the great love He hath towards 
US ; ''-for whom the L«rd loveth He chasteneth." I trust 
t&en, dear Tom, that this illness may be truly blessed to 
you ; pray that it may be. May it be a means of drawing 
yon closer to your Saviour, of leading you to give Him not 
only a place in your heart, but that it may make you willing 
to give Him your whole heart and life. And may it teach 
not oiuly you^ but all of us^ the necessity which exists, if we 
would be saved, of living in this world but as strangers and 
pi^rims, waiting in readiness for the summons whidi may 
come at any moment to depart, looking for salva^on and 
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the waahing awBj of our ains, wabo Him wlu) nloais is able 
to do it, even unto Jeaus, '^the liamb of Qod whp taketli 
aivray the ams of the world.'' 

Commending you to the loving and watchful care of our 
blessed Saviour, believe me. 

Yours very truly, 

BiOHASD E. Tathau. 

The following is another pastoral addressed to his class 
in the 12th mo. 

My dear Friends, 

Being prevented from meeting with you (aa 
I often long to do) by the diastening hand of our kind 
Heavenly Father, I can nevertheless send yx)u a few lines 
to assure you that I do not forget you, and shall indeed be 
gUid when I am permitted to see you again. Doubtlesa it 
is all for some good purpose. I often feel how unfit I am 
tot the part I am called to take at our classes; and 
I earnestly desire that this time may be used by Him 
for fitting me for the work, and fol* making me moresealoaa 
in His cause at all times. 
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I do not forget to pray that your assembling together 
may be blessed, and that Christ may be in the midst of you. 
The lesson last week reminded me how useless was the 
reading of Scripture unless our eyes were opened by the 
Spirit of Christ to understand it. Do you not recall the 
verse where it says, ''Did not our heart bum within us, 
while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened 
to us the Scriptures.'' Oh ! may we never open the sacred 
Volume without offering up the prayer, " Tliat He would 
put His good Spirit into our hearts, that so what we read, 
if it be but a simple verse, may be blessed to us; " for all 
our hearts are naturally as dull as were those of the two 
disciples journeying to Emmaus. May we also seek to 
leceive Him into our hearts, that we also may be able to 
exclaim, ''Do not our hearts burn within us while He 
talkethwithus.'' 

The end of the year is fast approaching — ^let us each look 
carefully back upon it, and inquire of our hearts whether we 
have 'made any progress heavenwards, whether our salvation 
is nearer than when the year began. And if there be any 
of us who have so long put off seeking Christ, let us 
beseech such that they Would not let another year com- 
mence, without determining for the future to live unto the 
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Lord. Do not try in your own strength,^ tor if you do yo« 
will assuredly fail; .but come to Christ lOld cast ;all your 
sins upon Him : be willing to acknowledge that yon are 
yourself altogether filthy, and pray that you may be clothed 
in the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ, ^'The Lamb of 
(3od who taketh away the sin of the world/' 

Let us each try to do as the Apostle Paul, '' forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reaching forward to 
those things which are before, I press (said he) toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus/' 

And now my dear friends, I must bid you fEurewell, only ^ 
asking you that you would remember the classes in your 
prayers, beseeching God who hath hitherto so marvellously 
helped us, that He would continue to do so, and that in the 
end much fruit may be found to abound Jx) the houQur and 
glory of His great and holy name, at that day when the, 
secrets of all hearts shall be revealed. 

'' Now the God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep^ 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 
perfect in every good work to do His will, working in 
you that which is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesufi 
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Qhriflt; to whom be glory for erer and ever. Ameiu''^-- 
Ht^b. xiii. 80, 81. 

Tours affeotionateljt 

BiCHAXB E« Tathax. 

The foUowmg addressed to his brother-in-law, S. T., 
records another little incident of encouragement. 

Settle, Ist mo. 6th, 1861. , 
Poor Tom Carr, of whose illness I told you, has 
gone ; we have a good hope that all is well with him ; from 
what we hear his death was a liappy one. He had not been 
seri6us till within the last few months. He was much 
impressed with a piece we read at school one day, which in 
Christ's providence seems to have been a means of his con- 
version. We would not mention it, lest we should seem to 
take any of IJhe Master's glory to ourselves, did we not wish 
thereby to encourage teachers of Sabbath Schools not to be 
wearied in well doing, for assuredly fruit will be found if they 
do it in His kaat and name. To His name be all the glory« 
We have also out discouragements $ one of the men has 
gradually fallen off; but on the whole we have reason to be 
much eftdottiaged. 
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The following is extracted £rom a letter addressed to OQe 
of his frieads and fellow teachers at York^ dftted 1st itu). 
1861. 

It is remarkable iu bow many yarioojs and un- 
expedied places, Qod has inclined tibe hearts of Christians to 
send OS money without our asking : York, liOndon, Glasgow, 
Nantwich, Leeds, Boraley, &c. We have indeed eaose to 
thank God and take courage. Since we wrote the reporti 
my class (indeed the whole school) has had to mourn the 
loss of one of our most useful members. One would have 
thought him the liealthiest man in the class : but in an 
illness of about five days he was gone. It is comforting to 
us, that we have a good hope of his acceptance with God 
through Jesus Christ. It has pleased our blessed Lqrd in 
His providence, to use our class as a means of awakening in 
him his need of a Saviour^ and of drawing him g^tly to 
Himself. He had indeed cause, he said, to bless the day 
he went; he was a most regular attender, and took great 
interest in the classes. About eight weeks ago (he said on 
his death*>bed) he was much impressed by a piece we read 
to them from ''Good Words,*' called ''The litfle Screw/' 
and at once began a difierent life. When ilness overtook 
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him he seemed to feel he would not get better; he felt he 
was unprepared to die, but was enabled to look unto Him 
who hath put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and 
looking unto Him, to believe on Him as his Saviour, and 
receive the assurance of his acceptance. I could tell thee far 

more, J , but surely I have said enough to encourage any 

who are engaged in the work of Sunday School teaching, to 
believe that their labour (if it be in the Lord) will not be in 
vain, but that fruit will be found to the honour and glory 
of the greafc Husbandman. How needful it is for us in 
such circumstances ever to bear in mind, that the glory is 
all Christ's ; it is He who draws the sinner to Himself. 

I have been led to think much of late of the immense 
responsibility which rests on such teachers, "who watch 
over the flock as they that must give account.^' Oh I how 
should we seek by prayer for such zeal and fitness for the 
work, that we may be enabled to give this account with joy 
and not with grief. Indeed our class and its individual 
members ought often to be taken by us to the Mercy-seat, 
and a blessing sought upon them. 

Our responsibility cannot be much less than that of a 
pastor to his flock. There are some who feel this respon- 
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^bility^ and on that account refuse to engage in it, thinking 
that they will thus avoid it, whereas they only increase it the 
more ; it cannot be said of them, ^'She hath done what she 
could/' "To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it 
not, to him it is ain" 

We have had several accidents, on the ice, though none 
fatal. They brought vividly to my remembrance yours of 
last winter ; what a mercy it was you were not drowned, 
and what a call to increased "putting on of Christ ; '* that 
should we at any time be called hence, we may be ready to 
meet Him, our Blessed Bridegroom. Would, my dear J., that 
we might both of us seek to know and love Him more; to 
walk more closely with Him, our " Elder Brother,^' as He 
condescends to be called; to give Him our whole hearts 
and dedicate every faculty of our minds to His service, who 
endured so much for us, suffering even unto death. 
Tours faithfully, 

EioHAED E. Tatham. 

Several little memoranda made about this time (1st mo. 
.1861), show how watchful our dear 'young friend was over 
his own spirit. 
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^ Though siokness be not onto deaths He [oar Heavenly 
Father] often uses it as a means of recalling us from the 
worlds to show us the delight and the doty of preparation 
for the great cfaange, ' Whom he loveth he chasteneth/ " 

The following appear to have been hints for self-examina* 
tion, and prayor : 

" More life and earnestness in prayer — strength to watch 
and oyercome Satan — avoid foolish conversation — speaking 
evilr^overoome bad temper — ^more gentle^ loviug, easy to 
be entreated/^ 

K £• T/s health continued to improve so far as that he 
gradually lesomed his phice in the shop; and in the 
Ist month he tocA his seat among his men at both the 
Bwming and afternoon classes. 

The following remadcs are extracted from a lett» written 
to a relativcj Ist moi. £2nd^ 1861. 

"I ventured out twice on Sunday although I 
never saw so thick a fog at Settle ; I went in faith believing 
I should be no worse for it, though all were i^ainst it, and I 
really felt better; I did so enjoy it, and received such a 
hearty welcome. We had 65 there, 6 more than we have 
ever had before, so we feel quite encouraged. I think thou 
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would like Marsde&^s remarks on Qeorge Fox m lus ^toiy 
of the Foritans ; they are the most impartial of aoy I have 
seen. 

How sad it is to hear of this rationalistic infidelitj 
breaking out in the church in sach high places, and what a 
call for oar prayers that it may not spread^ but be nipped in 
the bud. 

I am sorry, my dear -^ — , to hear of thy unsettled feeUog ; 
bat pray dcm't do any thing in the least hastily; make no 
change without long prayerful conpideration. I can, I am 
sure sympathize with thee in the feeling, but it seeois 
to me that the deeper one grows in vital religion — ^the more 
and more we feel the precioosness of Christ, theloveof €It)d, 
and the need of saving souls — ^the less will one think of these 
minor matters. I often mourn that they occupy so moch of 
my attention : it is I believe a temptation of Satan to give as 
chaff instead of wheat, when he finds he cannot altogether 

hinder us It seems to me best to remain where we 

are till we really see clearly how to move." 

The removal by death of a dear little baby nephew, 
called forth the following sweet words of comfort and 
sympathy to his mourning sister. 
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Ist mo. 24th, 1861. 
ToB.T. 

My very dear Sister, 

I thoaght I should not like to let mother's 
letter go without a message of love, and close sympathy; 
for I believe that sometimes in our trials the sympathy 
even of the weakest is helpful. But I know, dear sister, 
thou hast already been to the Strong for strength, and art 
I doubt not, able to acknowledge His perfect love and 
perfect wisdom in this trying dispensation. Such things 
make us fed more than ever the blessedness of having the 
" Bock" to cling to ; for such indeed '* sorrow not as they 
that have no hope ;" and the blessed hope of the Christian 
is indeed strengthened. 

I cannot do more than just add a few texts, and remain 
dearest, thy ever 

Aflfectionate brother, 

BiGHABD £. 

According to his usual practice of subjoining a text of 
Scripture to his letters, the following appropriate ones were 
added to the foregoing : 

" I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.'' 
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"For of such is the kingdom of heaven/' 

" Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you/' 

'' It is I, be not afraid/' 

" Jesus wept/' 

"In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world/^ 

May our Heavenly Father be pleased to bless it (in the 
riches of His goodness) to each one of us, but especially 
to the children. Farewell. 

The following letter was written by R. E. T. to a young 
Sabbath School teacher, personally unknown to him, who, 
when sending to the Settle teachers the annual Eeport of 
the school with which he was connected, had applied to 
them for information respecting the management of their 



Settle, Jan. 24th, 1861. 
My dear Friend, 
S.L. 

I feel that an apology is'needed for my venturing 
to address you, but as you kindly remembered me in yours, 
I hope I shall be excused. We were pleased to receive 
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the report of the sehool, as it began bo near the same time 
as ours; and I especially felt interested in it as 8. N. and 
I often talked over the desirability and practicability of 
establishing one. I believe we who are engaged in these 
works hardly know how hdpfnl they are to ns^ in drawing 
out onr sympathy for the poor^ and especially by giving the 
teachers to feel^ that in order to be able to expound Scriptore^ 
they mnst themselves be lovingly acquainted with it. I 
know several instances in the school at York^ in which 
young men felt this, and were, I believe, stimulated thereby 
to seek through Christ Jesus for that wisdom which cometh 
from above : and thus whilst watering others, their own 
souls were also watered. But although they are thus 
useful^ yet I think a school is not so likely to be useful to 
those for whom it is intended, unless its teachers be already 
converted persons, living examples of the truths they seek 
to inculcate. I desire, in which J. and E. unite, to 
encourage you to go forward with the work. Your report 
is much more encouraging than many. On no account 
give up, but rather seek to improve. I believe one great 
source of discouragement and want of success in these 
things, arises from what we are so prone to do — ^to trust too 
little to the living God, and too much to our own ways and 
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means. Perhaps by giving thee a few particulars respecting 
our work I may best explain. We have always found that 
for our interest in the work to be sustained, it was needful 
to pray that our whole heart might be put into it, and con- 
tinually to seek for zeal and ability io carry on the work. 

We must remember the school and the scholars continually 
in our daily prayers, and ask for fruit. We ought, I think, 
to look more for fruit than we as a body do. I feel that 
something is wrong if &uit is not found. When we began 
the classes here, we felt that the school, to succeed must be 
conducted very differently from most, we were so few (only 
three) and so young. 

We sought earnestly that way might open for it, and that 
scholars might be induced to attend : and as it was com* 
menced from a sense of duty, we have ever considered that 
it was not our school but Christ's } He is our superintendent ; 
and we seek to realize His presence as such, casting its cares 
upon Him^ and taking no step without Hun. 

We have never once I believe had to speak to any of 
tl^em for the least disorder. Seeing our whole strength was 
required for the teaching, we have been wonderfully helped 
in this way. In class too, we have found that they were 
most attentive by our seeking to appear as little as possible 
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as *' teachers/' but as coming to learn with them, sitting in: 
among them and taking our turn with them. 

We have often found a difficulty in meeting with suitable 
interesting and gospel books to read to them, but we have 
always been helped in this respect, even though sometimes 
it has been late on Saturday night before we have met with 
any thing. 

What I believe above all has tended to the success of the 
Lord's work here, is the opening, and, with two of the 
classes, the closing also with prayer, when we all approach 
together that throne from which none were ever turned 
empty-handed, seeking for God's blessing on those present 
and absent, His support for any who may be sick, strength 
to each for the daily trials of the week, food and clothing 
for body and soul, that the careless may be convicted, that 
the believers may grow in grace, &c.; and also for His 
presence amongst us, that what we hear and read may be 
blessed by Him to our souls. I cannot tell thee how much 
I enjoy the opening with our youngest class, boys about 
12 or 14j. We often, after the Psalm, read some little 
incident of '* answer to prayer," speak a few words on 
what prayer really is, in the heart and not in the month ; 
imd then when we have all kneeled down, and the teacher. 
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in very simple words^ has o&red up a pedtikm adapted to 
all, the whole of us together repeat the Lord's Prayerj 
(^^ After this manner therefore pray ye''). Oh it is so ddight- 
ful to hear their little voices joining in so devoutly.* 

There are two cases of *'frnit'^ to which perhaps I 
might refer, but pray do not think that I say anything 
with the desire of boasting (^'it is excluded")^ but that 
God's power and compassion may be shown. One was a 
young man, who when he began to attend the school was 
a professed infidd. In a letter to his teacher a few months 
ago (for he has left this neighbourhood), he teUb us^ &at 
what he heard then, gave him quite a new view of things^ 
We noticed a great change in his manner; and he says 
he is. now a member of a Bible class, a Sunday School 
teacher, and regularly attends chapel and reUgious^ instruc* 
tion for enquirers; so that we may trust he is not fas 
from the kingdom of heaven. The other was a young, 
married man, who died a few weeks ago, and is now we 
may trust living by sight not by faith. He was very 
much struck with an anecdote we read from " Good Words/' 
which, in Christ's providence, seems to have led to his 
conversion. 

• See Preface. 
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There are causes for rejoicings and encouragement not to 
us ovlj, but to all teachers to go forward, for assuredly 
in due time we shall reap if we faint not. '^Cast thy 
bread upon the waters ; for thou shalt find it after many 
days/' I believe we all want to fed more our responsible 
position; it cannot be much less than a pastor's. What 
need there is to seek to occupy it faithfully, " rightly dividing 
the word of truth/' that in the great day of account, we 
''who watch for souls, as they that must give account," may 
be enabled to do it with joy and not with grief. 

We have been much strengthened by the way in which 
our fimds have been supplied; we have depended solely 
upon Providence and have not been left to want. When- 
ever money has been wanted for any object, we have 
asked our kind Heavenly Father to incline the hearts of 
His people to send us some, and it has always been sent 
just as it was needed. I need not tell thee how encouraging 
every little donation as it arrives is — for we thus receive 
it as direct from God. We are also spared the dis- 
agreeableness and time spent in collecting subscriptions. 
In our report thou wilt see the hope expressed that we 
might be enabled to enlarge the library; it has been 
answered : one lady presented us 35 volumes, and we have 
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had £5 sent us from various sources^ and some of them 
most unexpected. 

We do not call our school a " Friends' '' school; it is 
Christ's: and we do not therefore have only 'Triends'' 
for subscribers or rather donors, for we have been helped 
by all classes. 

But I fear I shall have wearied thee ; my desire in writing 
so lengthily was to encourage you to look more to the Strong 
for strength — to look more to God helping you, for success, 
than to the ways and means you may employ. Let the 
scholars plainly see that you love them and seek their 
interest, and their's will soon follow. But above all things 
be much in prayer for the school. 

With desires that we may both be enabled to grow 
more and more into the likeness of our blessed Eedeemer, 
believe me with love. 

Tours faithfully in Christ Jesus, 

ElCHARD E. TaTHAM. 

To S. L., Scarbro'. 

Once more, on Pirst-day, the 27th of 1st mo. 1861, 
E. E. T. was permitted to meet with those for whose eternal 
welfare he had been so deeply interested. It was the last 
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tibQie. On the 28th he left home on a visit to his brother 
and sister at York^ and partly in order to obtain farther 
medical advice. The opinion entertained by Dr. Williams 
of his condition was encouraging. He recommended entire 
rest of body and mind^ and a few weeks residence in a more 
genial air. Leamington or Cheltenham was spoken of. 
His visit to his beloved relatives was on^ of great enjoy- 
ment. They and others who had the pleasure of intercourse 
with him^ were struck with the chastened quiet sweetness of 
his spirit. Acting on the advice of Dr. W. he abstained 
from any occupation that involved mental effort^ and yet 
''not slothfdl in business but fervent in spirit/' desiring to 
be still ''serving the Lord," he employed himself in making 
extracts from books that interested him, all having .relation 
to that unseen world to which unconsciously, he was drawing 
so near. The following hymn was one copied at this time : 

Hebbews XI. 16. 
I have a home above, 

From sin and Borrow free ; 
A mansion which eternal love 

Design'd and form'd for me. 

My Father's gracious hand 
Has built this sweet abode; 
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From ererlasting it sras plann'd 
My dwelling place with Gh)d. 

My Sayiour's precious blood 

Has made my title sure : 
He pass'd througli death's dark raging flood 

To make my rest secure. 

The Comforter is come^ 

The earnest has been given ; 
He leads me onward to the home 

Beserr'd for me in heayen. 

Bright angels guard my w'ay, 

His ministers of power^ 
Encamping round me night and day. 

Preserve in danger's hour. 

Lov'd ones are gone before, 

Whose pilgrim days are done; 
I soon shall greet them on that shore 

Where partings are unknown. 

In a note to his cousin B. C.^, dated York^ 1st mo. 81st^ 
1861, after speaking of the doctot^s '' favourable opinion,^ 
and of being '' banished from home awhile/^ he adds*-^ 
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I am sorry to miss my class^ and fear they [the teachers] 
will be overworked. I trust thoagh they may have better 
help than mme^ but I fear my faith is not quite so strong as it 
was when my body was weaker : one is so apt to think when 
one feels a work to be ours and we are not able to do it^ 
that God is not able to do it with His own instruments. 
There is a nice chapter in "Daily Christian Life/^ called 
'^The Discipline of Weakness/' 

EareweU for the present ; pray for me that my faith fail 
not. Yours in the same blessed hope of life with Him, 

BiCHABD E. TaTHAM. 

'' If ye be Christ's, then are ye heirs according to the 
promise/' 

The last evening spent with his sister in York, B. £. T. 
read to her, from Macduff's little work entitled " Grapes of 
Eshcol," the chapter on the *' Nightless World/^ Appro- 
priate as it might seem to them on the eve of separation, 
how little was either of them aware to how full an extent 
the concluding paragraph and hymn were applicable. '' Oh ! 
thrice blessed moment, when the stormy night-watch will be 
over ; — ^when we shall feel the shallows underneath us, — see 
the haven in sight, — the morning light breaking over the 
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towers of the Heavenly city — ^angels pointing to them as 
they crowd the shore^ and exclaiming^ in contrast with what 
we have left behind us,— "There shaU be no night THEKB/' 

" I journey forth rejoicing, 

From this dark vale of tears, 
To heavenly joy and freedom, 

From earthly bonds and fears* 
When Christ, our Lord, shall gather 

All His redeemed agajln, 
His kingdom to inherit^* 

Good-night, till then ! 

I go to see His glory 

Whom we have loved below — 
I go — ^the blessed angels — 

The holy saints — to know. 
Our lovely one departed, 

I go to find again, 
And wait for you to join us — 

Gbod-night, till then ! 

I hear the Saviour calling — 

The joyful hour is come, 
Th^ angel guards are ready 

To guide me to our home ; 
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WlMte Qmai, our Lord, shall gather 

All His redeemed again, 
His kingdom to inliefit — 

Good-night, tiU then!" 

Daring his visits there had been a daily improvement in 
his healthy and it was with feeling of encouragment that 
he left York on the 7th of 2nd month for Lomeshaye near 
Burnley, intending to spend two or three weeks with his 
relatives, previous to starting on his southern journey. 

We have wished to present our young friend chiefly in 
his charaeter of a Sabbath School teacher. At the date at 
which we are now arrived, he was to be no longer thus 
engaged. Other services in another sphere were near at 
hand. Nevertheless our readers will, we doubt not, desire to 
trace his footsteps to the verge of Jordan. The following 
are extracts from a letter dated 11th of 2nd month, 
addressed to a beloved cousin. 

My very dear 

I did not of course acknowledge yesterday 
thy very kind little present, which I received at the break- 
fast table, asi I knew thy love for that day was as great as 
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mine, and thou would not have wished me unnecessarily to 
take up my pen, letter writing, * * * * 

How beautiful the stars have been of late, so wondiously 
'^ declaring the glory of God, and shewing his handy work." 
But I must tell thee how much I like the little book on the 
whole ; perhaps in one or two places he makes a distinction 
without a difference, such as his strong objection to the 
term *' giving one's heart to Christ." It is of course His, 
and we cannot give it ; we are but as beggars receiving the 
gift of the great Giver ; but yet one understands what is 
intended. Would that we were more willing to yield them 
to His blessed influence and will, and to walk in the light 
in fellowship with Him. Thanks for thy text ; how often 
I feel how our earthly affections and friendships are sanctified 
by being held in His fear, and how much stronger and 
enduring they seem when thus cemented, even as I trust 
we may without presumption say ours is. How I do long 

for , that he might be led to give his heart to Christ. 

Wilt thou (does thou know him ?) unite thy prayers with 
mine, that God of His goodness would draw him unto 
Himself, and enable him to behold the '' Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world." 
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The following morning brought a letter from his cousin 
proposing to join B. E. T, and his sister in their journey to 
Leamington. B. in reference to this prospect says, '' How 
delightful it will be if thou canst arrange to go with us.. • 
Whenever we go, I shall have to return to Settle for Good 
Friday. It seems better for me now not to be at home, for 
I can't keep from working.^^ 

The end was now near. On the l^'th he wrote the 
following letter to the men composing his class, to be read 
to them the next Sabbath. 

2nd mo. 14th, 1861. 

My dear Friends, 

As it seems likely I shall be from home for 
some time, I thought it would be well to send a few lines of 
remembrance. I hope by thus giving up for a short time 
all labour of body and mind, to obtain, far sooner than 
I otherwise should do, my usual strength, and to resume 
my pleasant place with you on Sundays. By the doctor's 
advice I am going to the south of England. I am sure you 
will unite with ^me in hoping that it may do me good : 
I shall not forget to write you from there. If Providence 
permit, I hope to be with you on Good Friday, when 
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I hope we may have a pleasant social tea ; when in York 
I arranged with a kind gentleman there^ to come and give 
us with the oxy-hydrogen lantern an exhibition of beautiful 
views, taken in Egypt, Nineveh, Italy, &c., which I think 
we shall much enjoy. 

I cannot but allude to the very sudden seizure and death 
of W. H. ; may it be received by us (as it is no 
doubt intended it should,) as a warning that any one of 
us may as suddenly be summoned before God, there to give 
an account of the deeds dpne in the body. Indeed the 
very great number of deaths lately, ought to make the 
most careless of us give heed to the warning of our blessed 
Lord, " Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of Man cometh.^' How much happier must 
those be, and how much more must they enjoy life, who 
are able to look forward to that solemn time without fear, 
knowing that their sins are forgiven them for His name's 
sake, who loved us and gave Himself for us : only they 
can say with David, "Yea though I walk through the 
shadowy valley of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art 
with me.'' The kind sympathies of each of our members 
are called for on behalf of S. L., who has been 
called in so short a time to follow both his father and 
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tagt&t to the grave; let us rememb^ the words of oar 
Saviour, ''Bear ye one another's burdens^ and so fulfil the 
law of Christ/' 

It is a cause of thankfulness to Him who hath inclined 
kind christian friends to send the means, that we have been 
enabled to make a considerable addition to our library. 
I hope we may each one of us continue to value the amount 
of good reading we there have access to. The occupation 
of our spare time is a talent committed to us by God, for 
the occupation of which we shall be accountable ; may we 
therefore seek such reading as shall not only interest us, but 
also profit us. 

But now my dear Mends, I must conclude, only desiring 
for each one of you that he may be brought to lay hold of 
the mercy and forgiveness of sins, which the Lord in His 
great mercy, doth offer firedy to each one of us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord : and may none of us rest content until he 
does indeed feel his sins to be washed away in His blood; 
for " if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward Ood : and whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, 
because we keep His commandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in His sight.'' 
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" Now unto the Bang eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, be hoi^our and glory for ever and ever. Amen/' 

Tour sincere friend, 

SiCHABD E. TaTHAK. 

On the evening of Sixth-day, 2nd mo. 15th, K wrote to 
a beloved friend, and old school-fellow : the following 
extract shows that service for his Lord occupied his latest 
earthly thoughts. 

" I often think what a blessed thing it would 
be if several of us young Friends were to devote ourselves 
to the foreign mission work; "Look around you and behold 
that the fields are white to the harvest, but the labourers 
are few, pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that He 
would send forth labourers into His harvest.^' Must not we 
while praying that labourers may by Him be raised up, fitted 
and sent forth, be ourselves willing to yield ourselves to 
the call, and even pray God that if He saw meet He would 
send us forth "to preach the cross in the regions beyond ?'' 
Do not the words " go ye " apply to us as well as to the 
disciples? I think I could rejoice to go forth " called pf 
God" when His own time was come; but do, my dear 
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friend, tell me thy thoughts and feelings on this vitally 
important subject. ''Then they that feared the Lord 
spake often one to another/' "Every one that hath 
forsaken houses or brethren or sisters, or father or mother 
or wife or children or lands for my name's sake, shall receive 
an hundred fold more in* this present time, and shall 
inherit everlasting life/' Is it not a glorious promise ?" 

He enclosed in his letter a copy of the following hymn, 
wliich had been sent to Lomeshaye that morning, and 
which E. had during the day committed to memory. Its 
singular appropriateness will be at once perceived. 

Rom, xin. 11. 

One sweetly solemn thought, 

Comes to me o'er and o'er — 
I am nearer home to-day 

Than I ever have been before. 

Nearer my Father's house 

Where the many mansions be ; 
Nearer the great white throne ; 

Nearer the crystal sea ; 

Nearer the bound of life, 

Where we lay our burdens down ; 

Nearer leaving the cross ; 
Nearer gaining the crown. 
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But lying darkly between, 

Winding down through the night, 

Is the deep and unknown stream, 
That leads at last to the light. 

Jesus, perfect my trust, 

Strengthen the hand of my faith ; 

Let me feel Thee near when I stand 
On the edge of the shore of death. 

Peel Thee near when my feet 

Are slipping over the brink ; 
For it may be, I am nearer home — 

Nearer now, than I think. 

Cabey. 

Towards bed time he spoke of a pain in his chest and 
more difficulty in breathings which was still further aug-< 
mented by the effort of going up stairs. 

On 7th day morning medical aid was obtained. The 
surgeon thought the attack of a serious character in £• E.'s 
already delicate state, but did not apprehend any immediate 
danger^ and somewhat reluctantly assented to the proposal 
to send a messenger to Settle for his mother. 

Medical skill proved unavailing to afford relief, and 
throughout the day there was no abatement of the symptoms. 
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B. E. T. continued cheerful, though the difficulty of 
breathing prevented his conversing much. During the 
evening he repeated to himself the hymn he had learned the 
previous day, asking for the first line of the third stanza* 

^venth day night was a trying one, though he slept a 
little twice. He repeatedly wished bis kind aunt to go to 
bed, assuring her he could do very well till morning. About 
five o^clock his breathing became distressingly laborious. 
The medical attendant was at once sent for, but living at 
some distance, he did not arrive till near seven. All efforts 
to afford relief proved unavailing, and it soon became 
evident that he was nearer home — his heavenly home — ^than 
he had anticipated. His uncle, aunt and cousins gathered 
round his dying bed. His aunt, who had tenderly watcted 
over him during that night of suffering, whispered to the 
departing spirit, " We think thou art soon going to Jesus.^' 
With a look of surprise and heavenly joy, he responded, 
''Am I going ?'^ then clasping his hands, added, "Oh 
blessed Jesus.'' The name of his Saviour was the last sweet 
word that escaped his lips. An expression of unspeakable 
happiness irradiated his countenance and remained there 
until his emancipated spirit had entered that city, none of 
whose inhabitants shall ever say I am sick, and the people 
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thai; d\^ell therein ^e forgiven their iniquities. He died 
about nine o'clock on First-day morning the seventeenth of 
the second oipnth. 

We draw a veil over parental and featemal distress and 
grief, only pbserving that his tenderly beloved mother did 
not aan:ive till hi? spint had passed away. 

ThiB rem&ins were removed to his father's house at Settle, 
and oji .the morning of the 22nd were borne to their last 
quiet reatiag place, close by the scene of his faithful 
First-day labours. 

The men of bis Sabbath Class in relays, bore the coffin to 
the grave^ A deep and fiolemn silence spread over the large 
assembly. There, and afterwards on retiring to the Meeting 
House, the Gospel message was proclaimed. Thanksgiving 
mi prayer wei:e offered — not onjy on b^g^lf of those then 
pr^ent, but for all accustomed to meet within those walls for 
instruction, and titiat from amon^ them might be raised up 
saany who .should tell tp others iriiat jtbe Lord had done for 
U^ir souls, aQ4 invite to a participation of the same um^ 



To the reader who may h^ive traced this brief narrative 
to its close, it may be needless to point out the lessons 
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intended to be conveyed^ and yet I feel inclined to add a 
few parting words. 

Many, who like myself have passed the meridian of life, 
have watched with intense interest the rapid extension of 
Pirst-day School teaching within our own border during the 
last ten years, and have rejoiced in the belief that religious 
earnestness has proportionally increased, amongst many of 
those thus engaged. Whilst a work of this character is 
invested with the charm of novelty, the young engage in it 
with the energy of youthful zeal. Something more than this 
is requisite for the sustained prosecution of the work, when 
the charm of novelty is over. Ifc is then that the founda- 
tions on which the young teacher has built — ^his motives of 
action — ^are tested. Dulness, perverseness, thanklessness 
in his pupils, will be manifestations on which he must 
calculate. His sanguine expectations of immediate fruit 
will be disappointed. Symptoms of moral, intellectual, and 
religious progress will seem to him to be hopelessly deferred. 
It is, when thus tested, that he will find how blessed and how 
sustaining it is, to have engaged in the work as a service 
for Christ, irrespective of the hopes of success or of reward. 
A recent writer on education, drawing a picture of a 
j3elf-sacrificing, self-devoting teacher, tells us " He was not 
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seeking for gratitude, which he neither expected nor 
required; he asked no affection for his self-denials; 
he worked with a pure spirit of human and self- 
sacrificing love, happy beyond all payment, if he were in- 
strumental in saving even one of his charge from evil, or in 
turning one wanderer from the error of his ways/^ If this 
picture should appear too bright and fair to be realized, let 
the young teacher be assured, that they who have realized it 
are the last to apprehend that they have. Let him still aim 
at excellence, with true heart and hope that progress will be 
made. Nor will he glory in success — ^he will find all 
boasting excluded : he will acknowledge himself still an, 
unprofitable servant, and long and pray for ability to render 
more faithful service. Looking around, (although with very 
imperfect personal knowledge), on the teachers in our Pirst- 
day schools — it might seem almost superfluous to say, that 
no enduring success can be looked for iBrom the efforts 
of the unreal teacher, for him who does not earnestly 
strive to exhibit in life and conversation those Christian 
virtues, which First-day School teaching, by its very nature, 
should inculcate. The late Samuel Tuke, in one of 
his valuable essays on education, characterizes precept,^ 
example and prayer, as the three most powerful agencies 
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that can be brought to bear upon the youthful mind. 
The reader of the foregoing narrative will have recognized 
two of these, precept and prayer, as prominent features in 
the practice of B. E. T. Those who knew him most in- 
timately will give unhesitating testimony that the third — 
example — ^was not wanting in him — ^that the ornament of a 
meek, and quiet, and gentle spirit,- was one of his charac- 
teristics — shining more and more till withdrawn from human 
sight. Those who watched his brief but bright career, and 
who loved him in the bonds of natural affection, and those 
who loved and honoured him for his work's sake, have been 
ready to exclaim — 

" How short his day ! the glorious prize, 
To our slow hearts and failing eyes, 
Aj)peai'ed too quickly won ! " 

To some, long years of earthly service are appointed 
by their Lord; sustained by his grace, from year to 
year, they proclaim to their fellow sinners, the good 
tidings of reconciliation, pardon and peace, through the 
blood of the cross, till at last they '' come to the grave in a 
full age, like as a shock of com cometh in in his season/' 
To others, as with our beloved R. E. T., it is permitted to 
preach by early dedication and early death ; and by these. 
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he, '' being dead, yet speaketh/' To us who remain a little 
longer, the watchwords are " Occupy till I come/' " Work 
while it is day — the night cometh when no man can work/' 
''Let your loins be girded about and your lights burning, 
and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord/' 
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Beport for 1860, of the Settle Adult Sabbath Classes, held 
in Booms attached to the Friends' Meeting House. 

The commencement of anotlier year reminds the teachers of the above 
classes, that it is now their duty to present to their fiiends some report of 
their proceedings, during the eleven months which have elapsed since 
their formation. 

A word or two relative to the origin and progress of this work may not 
be uninteresting. It had been felt, for some time previously, that there 
was a want in the neighbourhood, of religious instruction for married men, 
and those youths who felt themselves too old to attend the usual sabbath 
schools. When the teachers canvassed the town, distributing circulars 
inviting the attendance of such, it was with feelings of their own want of 
capacity, and fsars that but few would be induced to attend ; but the warm 
reception they universally met with greatly encouraged them, and showed 
that there was no want of desire, on the part of those whose benefit was 
sought, to take advantage of the opportunity. The teachers were there- 
fore glad on the next sabbath morning to welcome as many as thirty-three, 
which, considering the size of the town, was very gratifying : and they 
record in the minute book, "that their feeling was one of thankfulness 
and rejoicing for the manner in which their Lord had been with them 
and helped them." The succeediog week the attendance was still more 
numerous, and the rooms were both so crowded that many were unable 
to write ; the number there w^is forty-ninCi and it was pleasant to notice 
a^cnong them so large a proportion of married men. The rooms only being 
dapable of accomodating about thirty comfortably, it wa« arranged with 
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the attenders, to hold classes in the afternoon for those who found it more 
conTenient to come at that time. This arrangement is still adhered to, 
the hours of attendance being, in the morning &om nine to a quarter past 
ten, and in the afternoon from one to half-past two. The classes are 
opened by the teacher reading a psalm, and seeking in prayer for Christ's 
pjresence, and the blessing of our Heavenly Father on the work and on all 
the various members, (** for without Me ye can do nothing,"). The first 
part of the time is occupied in writing, the copies either being texts of 
scripture or the writer copying portions from the Bible or hymn-book. The 
next half hour is occupied by the reading and expounding of some portion 
of Holy Scripture, with the older members from the Gospels, and with the 
younger ones the lives of Joseph and of Samuel have been gone through. 
Some interesting religious tract or other narrative is then read aloud by 
the teacher for a short time, and the classes are closed by reading a portion 
from one of the Epistles. 

The teachers desire thankfrilly to acknowledge that the Lord has gra- 
ciously permitted them to see some fruits from their labour, though it 
would not be suitable to refer to them here, and they feel encouraged to 
go forward in the work, in prayerftdness and ^dependence upon Him, 
leaving the results in His hand, only to be made known in that great day, 
when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed. 

***** 

In gratefully acknowledging the kind assistance of their friends in 
donations of books, and also in supplying the needful funds, they cannot 
but notice the watchful care of their Heavenly Father, in His sending 
help of this kind just at the time it was needed, without any application 
having been made on their part to the donors. 

As is always the case in commencing works of this kind, considerable 
expense was incurred for furniture and alterations which were required 
to make the rooms suitable for their present use ; but, as has just been 
remarked, "God hath supplied all our need according to His riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus." 

The number of distinct classes is six ; three of which are held in the 
morning, and three in the afternoon ; three of these consist chiefly of 
married men, and two of young men from sixteen to twenty-five ; the 
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remaining one of boys younger tiian it was at first tnt^ded sboold be 
admitted ; bat one or two of the married men bringing Utea sons wiUi 
thgm, and these inducing others to come, it was fomid neeessarj to fonn 
Utern into a separate dass, irhich now immbers fourteen, the average age 
being aboat twelye and a baH*. 

Dming 6ie summer months seme little failing <fS -was seen in the 
attendance, owing partly to sereral of the members being engaged at a 
distance in ISie hay harrest. The ayerage attendance per day for the 
whole year has been 48, and the attendance at the present time averages 
tibaat 50. The mmiber admitted during Hie year has been 110, of whom 
31 have left, leaaring 79 now en the HiA as members. Of those who have 
ieljt, 15 hare done -so from indifferenee and 11 hwre left the nei^bouzhood. 
The ayerage «ge tyf the whole school is fl^ut twenty*tiiree. 

The teachers camrat conclude without expressing the deep feeling of 
thankfulness and gratitude which they own to Almighty God for His 
goodness and tenderness towards tibem. He seemeth indeed, to have 
pitied their youth and inexperience. Permitted to be employed in this 
His work, week by week. His presence and help have been found to be 
precious, and His parting promise fulfilled, <' Lo I am with you alway ; " 
their language is, ** Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy 
name be the glory." 

On behalf of the teachers, 

BICHAED E. TATHAM, Seeretary. 

BwcELB, Kew Year's Day, 1861. 



Thomas Brady, Printer, 15, Low Ousegate, York. 



